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Views from My Grove:

Dear TBS Members and Friends of Bamboo,

Good News! The location for the 18th Annual
Texas Bamboo Festival has been settled!

After looking at several different venues and
weighing all the costs and other details involved
we have decided to hold the festival once again
at Zilker Botanical Garden in Austin, TX. A
few things will be different this year because
ALL the bamboo plants (including the auction
plants and the plants that are donated by
members) will be outside in a new area called
the Oak Grove. We will not be using the grassy
area next to the building that we have used in the
past. The Oak Grove is a shaded area that has
new permanent electricity lines installed. We
still will have use of the building for
presentations that use the projector so we will
need a team of volunteers to help to coordinate
this event. The dates are Saturday and Sunday,
August 28 - 29, 2010. Be sure to pot up a few
bamboo plants while the weather is still cool for
the festival, which is our annual fundraiser.
Program suggestions are open at this time.

Several of our Texas Bamboo Society members
will be going to Avery Island (Feb 19-21) to
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Edward A.
McllHenney's original planting of Phyllostachys
edulis. Margie Krebs-Jesperson is flying from
New Mexico to Austin and riding with me to the
event. Daphne Lewis is flying from Seattle and
Marler Spence will be flying from China! Next
month will have a report on which Texas
Bamboo Society members attended the Avery
event.

In Austin on Feb. 20, Jinji Willingham will
conduct a seminar starting at 10 am at the
Taniguchi Japanese Garden in Austin, TX. The

topic is: "Trouble Shooting with Bamboo:
Bamboo Basics for Central Texas."

March 6 is the TBS Grove Grooming Event at
Porter, Texas. The event is free for TBS
members and is $15 for non members (the fee of
course would entitle them to become a TBS
member) more details are posted at
http://www.bamboocentral.net/portertx.html

Don't forget Zilker Garden Festival and March
Mart at Mercer is coming up at the end of
March. If you would like tickets to Zilker
Garden Festival please email me. Admission is
$5 at the gate. And we need your help at the
Texas Bamboo Society Booth at Zilker Garden
Festival.

I've had several inquiries about what to do about
the clumpers that have lost all their leaves in the
recent low temperatures that we have all experienced
this winter - | expect most of them will re-leaf in the
spring and bounce back.

The World Bamboo Organization
http://www.worldbamboo.net - is mobilizing to
provide emergency bamboo housing for the
survivors of the Haiti earthquake. Consider
donating or getting involved in this movement. Lets
show the world how bamboo can help provide,

Carole Meckes- President TBS
Email: bamboo@bamboocentral.net
Phone: 512-929-9565

Texas Bamboo Society
Activities:
Freeze Damage Response

The recent very cold and windy weather took it a
toll on clumping bamboo all over Austin. | know



mine look horrible now, and as more and more

leaves fall off it just looks worse. | can actually

see some of my neighbor
down to about 15F in my yard, bracketed by

nights at 19F, which is way below the minimum
temperature for leaf damage for the semitropical
clumpers, and stayed cold for several days.

My full sized Bambusa textili§ We aver 6s
Bamboo and all my other varieties of textilis), B.
oldhamii(Giant Timber Bamboo), B. cornigera,

B. eutuldoide® Vi ri di vi ttatad (
Bamboo), B. pervariabilisé Vi r atda ét r i
(Sunburst Bamboo), and Clone X have 100%

leaf kill - a real bummer! The Mexican

Weeping Bamboo, Otatea acuminata ssp.
aztecorumwas covered up, but shows 70% leaf

kil . Even | ast
B. multiplex(Hedge Bamboos, all of my
varieties) took a good hit, and they are rated at
12F for leaf damage.

All of my running bamboos did just fine, as they
are much more cold tolerant. Come spring, we
will find out which culms got killed to the
ground and which did not. That is to be expected
for these bamboo's when it gets so cold, which
thankfully is uncommon around here.
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Freeze damage to B. oldhamii.

The leaves are already crispy, gray and most
have fallen off. If this sounds like your situation,
watch the canes, and if they completely turn the
beige color of dried bamboo, go ahead and cut
them off at ground level - they are dead. If they
keep their normal color, even in streaks along
the internodes, wait until about late May or early

June, and see where they show any green leaves
or new growth and let those parts recover. Cut
aff@anythirg tha does motshow colbr br grgwoht

Remember that the underground rhizomes
should be just fine (the ground did not freeze)
and that is where the buds have already formed
for new shoots this coming summer. Those new
shoots will come up at, probably, at smaller size
and height than last year, but will and look
pretty by summer/fall. Of course, if you have to
@utsout deat cahee theawerall look of the plants
will be less dramatic but should return in the

next few seasons. Stay tuned -1 & | | l et you Kk
how mine fare.
Steve Muzos

s umme r O BBS RepresentatitetodBSs on all of my

gardentex@hotmail.com

Texas Thatch-Roof Palapa

David Jenkins (vol.15, #4) sent in this picture of
a shade umbrella he made from bamboo. The
palm thatch was the most expensive part ($250).

The bamboo was | ocally har)
AfBamboo Bridgeodo project ha:
and is currently awaiting tests to determine

stress loads and limits. David is using his many

years of construction experience to develop

bamboo structures at the Cl|

Buckholtz, TX. Please contact David if you
would like to participate.



American Bamboo Society
Update:

Bambusaldentification Project

With the endorsement of the American Bamboo
Society, the Texas Bamboo Society, and Austin
Community College, I am developing a system
of identifying all of the Bambusapecies and
varieties, world wide, using only vegetative
characteristics. The goal is for someone to be
able to look at a mature Bambusalant and
determine exactly which Bambusat is. There
are, of course, many problems associated with
this venture and |
Christmas.

So far | have a short list of about 260 different
Bambusasdepending on which experts one
reads in a constantly changing field, and | am
slogging through the data on those plants and
organizing them into a usable form. | do not
intend to solve any disputes about which
classifications are the best, which is not my area
of expertise. However, | will make it possible to
identify a plant to a specific accepted name.

The extensively illustrated end product may be a
book or an interactive web site, or maybe both.

I 61 1 post updates as
funding for this project other than from me, and
Ilcandt
or as herbarium specimens. Consequently | can
use a lot of help in terms of photos and advice,
all of which will be credited properly in
whatever form the finished product appears.

Sure, | already have tons of information, but

there is much more that

what | would welcome for correctly identified
species, varieties, cultivars, etc. of every
Bambusa

PHOTOS - Detailed close ups (in addition to
pictures of the entire plant from 30 feet away) of
specific features such as culm wall thickness,
swollen or ridged culms, colors, waxy coverings,
hairs, thorns, roots coming from the culm nodes,
culm buds, leaf shapes, culm sheaths, auricles,
inner ligules of culm sheaths, branches coming

wono

travel the worl

from the culms, number of leaves on one branch,
the sheaths of leaves. Having a ruler or
measuring grid in pictures is a plus.

ADVICE - Many people are able to look at a
specific type of Bambusand just know what it
is, because we have seen it many times, or we
notice certain features that clue us in. Those
clues may be hard to put into words, but if you
are willing to share with me, 1 will do my best to
translate it into something that works for other
folks as well. Taxonomic / nomenclatural advice
is always welcome as well.

I look forward to hearing from you - thanks!
t be finished by next
Steve Muzos

Texas Representative to the ABS
gardentex@hotmail.com

Bamboo and Haitian Relief

The World Bamboo Organization, sponsor for
the VIII WBC last year has recently begun
working to contribute to both the promotion and
use of bamboo in concert with the relief efforts
in Haiti. We are including their recent letter.

Dear Friends at ABS,

Ueffree Jradeas is sbol headiry Ifo &lditieto hélps
with emergency relief housing. Jeffree recently

joinddl thesteare her@ak World BantbooBs! ant s

Special Projects Director. His immediate
mission is to develop emergency relief housing
using bamboo for the people of Haiti. We have
just received the first communication from
Jeffree's team on the ground; as we all know, it
is a devastating scenario and it will be difficult
forlsoméltine. Wikat wb reed Romthdde r e
community at-large is help with networking to
source adequate supplies of the materials, good
quality bamboo, engineering expertise, and
appropriate designs for the structures.

WBO has teamed up with Generation Bambou
(a French NGO based in Paris), headed by
Xavier Dufrenot. The Director of Field
Operations, Kasra Mofarah arrived in Port au
Prince last Tuesday night. In evaluating the
earthquake's damage, Kasra is determining the



need for implementation of Bamboo Evolution
Shelter Technology (BEST). This sustainable,
economical bamboo framework creates an
emergency structure that is fast to assemble and
can be easily covered by any fabric like a tent,
thus creating urgently needed temporary shelter.
As needs evolve the structure can be moved and
rebuilt, expanded, or covered in a harder
material to make long-term housing, school or
medical clinic.

Kasra has been meeting with the United
Nations, NGOs, local authorities and bamboo
producers in an effort to integrate bamboo
technology into humanitarian missions. Jeffree,
Kasra and Xavier are determining the best
strategy to achieve the best results, studying all
the logistics and launching this massive
endeavor. Volunteers and donations of materials
are already underway.

I am writing to you - as friends of World
Bamboo - to ask you to consider a monetary
donation to help fund this project for relief
housing in Haiti. | have set up a specific bank
account in which 100% of the funds donated
will go directly towards building temporary and
long-term housing for Haitian residents that
have lost their homes. In June, we will publish a
list of the individuals names who have benefited
from the WBO Hiaiti project, and every 6 months
for the next 2 years, we will continue to do this.
We hope to expand the Haiti project to support
families who own land and wish to plant
bamboo as a source of income and to encourage
bamboo plantation development throughout the
island.

In advance, | very much appreciate you
considering to donate in any amount, (US
dollars$), as this is an enormous task and one
that will take many months, and years, to see
fully through. | promise you that your donation
goes directly to the project costs, and not to the
administration of WBO.

If you wish your donation to be anonymous,
please let me know. Otherwise, we will be
listing all Donors on our website.

Our bank details are:

Bank Name : TD Bank

Bank Address : 2 Market Crossing,
Plymouth, MA 02360 USA

Bank Telephone : 508-760-8811

Routing Code: 2113-70-545

Acct Name : World Bamboo Organization

Acct Number : 8246-745-448

If you prefer not to make a bank transfer, you

can send a bank check (drawn from an American
bank), or within 1 week, we will have the ability
to take donations from our website using PayPal.

Thank you, thank you, thank you.
Sincerely,
Susanne

Susanne Lucas

Executive Director

World Bamboo Organization
www.worldbamboo.net
mobile 508-685-0342

For the most recent updates, please see the
website, http://www.worldbamboo.net.

There is also a motion being discussed by the
ABS Board to contribute $1000 to the effort.
TBS is also considering a donation. If any TBS
member would like to express there opinions on
the motion, please contact any TBS officer or
board member.

Member Profile:

Jinji Willingham has been a member of the
TBS for several years and was elected as a
member of the TBS board in August, 2009.
She has also given several presentations at
the annual Texas Bamboo Festival
sponsored by TBS.

Jinji remembers being impressed by bamboo
while traveling as a child. When she began
studying Japanese culture about 15 years
ago, she saw the important role bamboo
played in Japanese gardens. Tranquil,
strong, beautiful and practical; bamboo


http://www.worldbamboo.net/

seemed to capture the philosophy and values
of the Japanese culture.

Jinji has seen
understand the proper use of bamboo in the
landscape. Most designers, developers and
landscapers fail to understand the
importance of selecting appropriate species,
sites, climate and height variances when
using bamboo. This lack of understanding
and foresight can cause problems in the
future and contributes to the popular belief
that bamboo is an undesirable plant. She is
currently writing a practical manual for
using bamboo in the landscape to address
many of the issues she has faced.

She is a bamboo horticultural consultant &
educator, landscape designer, and garden
coach. She serves as Bamboo Curator and
Community-Builder at Casa de Luz, Center
for Integral Studies, where she offers
seminars and tours of the Bamboo Garden,
organizes the Stewards of Casa de Luz and
monthly Community Night.

many

fi

She is also the Grove Steward of the Lady
Bird Johnson Lake Bamboo Grove (which
Bamipoe Lrogicadopts eabh getr frdmathie |
Lady Bird Lake Trail Foundation's Adopt-
A-Garden Program). She offers free
workshops in exchange for volunteering the
bi-monthly Grove Grooming Workdays.

Jinji enjoys speaking at home, garden, and
"green” living/design shows, offering
presentations and tutorials in bamboo for
large audiences. She is available for national
consultations for residential and commercial
clients, landscape architects/designers,
interior designers, green builders, realtors,
nursery trade and homeowners/
neighborhood associations.

Bamboo Basics:

In September of last year, | attended the VIII
World Bamboo Congress in Bangkok, Thailand.
The amount of information shared was awe-
inspiring in both size and scope. In the last issue
I spoke of bamboo particles, fiber and sawdust
and how it was being used. In this issue I
would like to speak on the information presented
as to how bamboo can and may impact and
influence the environment.

Dr. Liese first addressed the issue of using
bamboo as a plant to remove greenhouse gases
from the air to counter global warming. He
began by advising the WBC members to be
cautious when making (unsubstantiated) claims
relating to bamboo. He pointed out that carbon
sequestration in bamboo has not been
thoroughly studied.

Some studies have calculated the amount of
carbon sequestration based on the 2i 3 month
shooting period. While the growth during this
time is remarkable, it is not sustained over the
entire year and must be averaged over a 12
month period. Furthermore, Dr. Liese points
out that the growth is also not a product of a
singlecul més own

photosynthesi



use of carbohydrates collected and stored by increased land area and plant growth. The use

many parent culms and rhizomes. of bamboo in products with prolonged life
cycles (furniture, construction, panels, etc.) will
Studies conducted over several years on bamboo al so help incregse bambood:
plots in several countries have given us a good prolonging the capture of atmospheric carbon.
idea how much carbon can be sequestered over
the long term. The total biomass of a bamboo Bamboo Book Review:

forest is between 4 t/ha/a and 50 t/ha/a with a
considerable amount also below ground. The
amounts depend on many variables including
climate, soil conditions and species. Carbon
accounts for approx. 45%-50% of the total dry-
weight biomass. These numbers are comparable
to areas planted in trees over a 50 year period.

The Timber Press Pocket Guide Bamboody
Ted Meredith Jordan is a book that many will
find exciting and long overdue. Published in
late 2009, this book is one of the newest titles in
the bamboo reference library. Mr. Jordan begins
with a brief introduction on bamboos with a
particular emphasis on growing and maintaining
live bamboos. He next provides lists of the
bhafhtbo species best suited for particular
purposes and locations.

Dr. Midmore in his report to the WBC

reaf fir med Dings. Hefoendteatd s f
during the first several years, bamboo produced

a much greater amount of biomass than equal

areas of newly planted hardwood forests.

However, after about 10 years, both areas

produced similar amounts of biomass. During

the second 10 year period, the hardwood forest ./
produced a greater amount of biomass than did ‘

equal areas of bamboo. His study suggested that s y

over a 20 year period, there was no significant - TIMBER PRESS
difference in the amount of biomass between the 2Rl W POCKET GUIDE TO

two groups under similar conditions. | BambOOS

There were, however, several presentations | : .
discussing the advantages of using bamboo as a N TEMDE;CE)&DT/:,N
carbon sink. Parr and Sullivan presented a paper ' i
that explained a new reason for bamboo to be
considered as an appropriate plant for carbon
sequestration. All grasses including bamboo,
contain high silica content. A large part of the
silica is in the form of phytoliths. Phytoliths are

carbon.0 The carbon remains trapped in the

phytoliths for very long periods of time and will
accumulate in the soil. As a grove increases, the
biomass contains more and more phytoliths and, ‘ ! 3
as a result, a larger amount of occluded carbon. MORE THAN 300 SPECIES AND VARIETIES

Several other presenters outlined how bamboo
helps the environment in other ways. Because
of its fast growth and multiple uses, the use of
bamboo reduces pressure on new and existing
forests allowing greater CO2 sequestration to
take place. The use of bamboo to prevent
erosion and soil degradation also contributes to

The vast majority of the book contains
descriptions of more than 300 bamboo species
and varieties. The more than 200 photographs
are designed to help distinguish similar species
and varieties from each other. Its compact,



succinct descriptions make it a guide that can be
quickly referenced while in the field.

The book concludes with several sections
devoted to learning more. First, a list of bamboo
sources in Canada, England, Ireland, Scotland
and The United States with websites, numbers
and addresses is presented. Next, a glossary of
botanical and bamboo-related terms is provided.
The book then lists several helpful books on
bamboo for additional reading.

Upcoming Events:

On March 27" and 28" the TBS will have a
booth at the 53" Annual Zilker Garden
Festival. We will be providing information
about bamboo and also selling bamboo plants as
a fund raiser for the TBS. We are also looking
for volunteers to help sell plants and answer
general questions during the festival.

Tickets are available for members at a
discounted rate. Pre-Sale Tickets are for sale for
$3 a ticket (Regular admission is $5 at the gate).
To order tickets please make your check for $3
per ticket payable to the Austin Area Garden
Council and mail the check with your request to:

Carole Meckes
6707 Willamette Drive
Austin, TX 78723.

Carole will mail the tickets to you.

This year we would like to purchase bamboo
plants for sale from local vendors. If you are a
vendor or have plants to donate or sell at
wholesale prices, please contact the TBS Zilker
Garden Festival Coordinator at:
harry@simmonsfamilyfarms.com

Here is a list of other upcoming bamboo-related
events:

TBS meetings and workdays will be on the 3"
Saturday of each month at the Taniguchi
Japanese Garden, Zilker Park, Austin, Texas.
Contact www.bamboocentral.net for details.

Feb. 13-15, 2010. SEC Annual Meeting and
Grove Cleanup. Bamboo Farm and Coastal
Gardens, Savannah, Georgia. http://www.sec-

bamboo.org/

Feb. 19-21, 2010. Avery Island/Jefferson Island
100 year anniversary work/party weekend. This
event is sponsored by the Louisiana Gulf Coast
Chapter of the American Bamboo Society and
membership in the chapter ($15) is required to
attend.

Feb. 20, 2010. 10:00 am. Jinji Willingham.
"Trouble Shooting with Bamboo: Bamboo
Basics for Central Texas." Zilker Botanical
Gardens, Austin, TX.

March 26-27, 2010. March Mart Plant Sale.
http://www.hcp4.net/mercer/marchmart/index.ht
m.

March 27-28, 2010. 53" Annual Zilker Garden
Festival. Austin, Texas.
http://www.zilkergarden.org/about/events/index.
html.

Apr. 24, 2010. Annual Spring Bamboo Sale and
Auction. Northern California Chapter of ABS.
SF County Fair Building at Golden Gate Park,
San Francisco, CA. For info. see:
http://www.americanbamboo.org/ChapterPages/
NoCalChapterInfo.html.

June 5-6, 2010. 11" Annual Lotus and Bamboo
Festival. Buu Mon Buddhist Temple, Port
Arthur, Texas. For more info. Please contact
http://www.buumon.org/.

May, 2010. The INBAR Annual Tour of China.

Aug. 28-29" 2010. 18" Annual Texas Bamboo
Festival. Austin, Texas. Zilker Botanical
Gardens, Austin, TX.

Nov. 4-7, 2010. American Bamboo Society
Annual Meeting. Savannah, Georgia. Sponsored
by the Southeast Chapter.

Nov. 2011. American Bamboo Society Annual
Meeting. Avery Island/Jefferson Island,
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Louisiana. Sponsored by the LGCC of ABS.
Contact Andy Ringle for more info. at;
http://www.lgcc-abs.org/.

TBS Officers

Board Members
Jim Bussey, Selby Clark, Carol Goetz,
Harry Simmons and Jinji Willingham.

Corporate Officers

President: Carole Meckes;

CFO / Treasurer: Selby Clark;
Secretary: Mary Len Chambers.

Other Positions:

Membership: Selby Clark;
Newsletter Editor: Harry Simmons;
Stewardship Program: Steve Muzos;
Vice President: David Glover;

Web Master: Bob Clune.

Regional Coordinator:
Austin: Carole Meckes.

For more information, see the TBS
website at;
http://www.texasbamboosociety.org

Membership

The members of TBS are a diverse group. By
joining ABS/TBS you can receive the following
benefits:

Email updates about upcoming events.

Quarterly issues of CULMination: The

Official Publication of the TBS.

1 6 issues of BAMBOO:The Magazine
of the American Bamboo Society;

9 The annual edition of ABS Journal:

Bamboo Science and Culture;

The ABS Species Source List;

The annual ABS Membership

Directory.

)l
il

= =

ABS offers print memberships (you will receive
printed materials in the mail) or digital
memberships (all materials sent via email). Both
include a 1 year TBS membership. To join:
http://www.americanbamboo.org/About.html#M

embership

If you want to renew online and pay by PayPal,
you are now able to do so from the ABS
website.
http://www.americanbamboo.org/FilesToDownl
oad/ABSMembershipForm.pdf

Or you send completed application form and
appropriate fee to:

American Bamboo Society

315 South Coast Highway 101, Suite U
PMB 212

Encinitas, CA 92024-3555

For those of you who want to be members of the
Texas Bamboo Society but are not quite ready to
join the ABS, you may still join the TBS. You
will still receive the quarterly TBS Newsletter as
well as the email updates about activities and
events. If interested, please send $15 and a
completed application (found at the TBS website
www.texasbamboosociety.net) to:

Selby Clark
2907 Sunset Blvd
Houston, TX 77005

Final Word:

CULMiination is produced for and by the
members of TBS. We would like to extend a
very special thanks to Carole Meckes, David
Jenkins, Selby Clark, Steve Muzos, Jinji
Willingham and our vendors and sponsors for
their contributions to this issue of CULMination.
We would love to hear from members with
questions, events, experiences or comments.

Harry Simmons, Newsletter Editor


http://www.lgcc-abs.org/
http://www.americanbamboo.org/About.html#Membership
http://www.americanbamboo.org/About.html#Membership
http://www.americanbamboo.org/FilesToDownload/ABSMembershipForm.pdf
http://www.americanbamboo.org/FilesToDownload/ABSMembershipForm.pdf
http://www.texasbamboosociety.net/

